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Hijacked journals: background

• Fake websites that use the -tles, ISSNs,
and metadata of established journals

• Emergence: around 2010

• Mul-disciplinary and ‘author-pays’ open access journals

• Lack of peer review

• The published results are oJen based on low-quality 
or dishonest research prac-ces
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Hijacked journals create clone websites
and register expired domains

Clone websiteOriginal journal

3

h$ps://web.archive.org/web/2020/h$ps://hivt.be/linguis8cah$ps://web.archive.org/web/2008/h$ps://hivt.be/linguis8ca

New website: h$ps://lans-$s.uantwerpen.be



‘Citejacked’ articles
ar#cles in established journals

ci#ng
ar#cles in hijacked journals
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h$ps://doi.org/10.1016/j.im.2022.103685

https://doi.org/10.1155/2022/2975033



Design

• Analysis of 12 hijacked journals erroneously indexed 
in interna7onal scientometric databases

• New detector designed for the Problema)c Paper Screener

– Fingerprints: hijacked journal’s 6tle submi9ed to Dimensions.ai as query

– Time period: Jan 2021 – Jan 2022

– Doctype: ar6cle

• Manual check to exclude false posi7ves
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Problematic Paper Screener 
https://www.irit.fr/~Guillaume.Cabanac/problematic-paper-screener/citejacked
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Results

1,421
ar#cles featured 
the name of a 
hijacked journal

828 
(58,3%) cited
unreliable articles 
from hijacked 
journals

67
publishers 
published
citejacked ar#cles
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Reminder:
• 12 hijacked journals tracked
• Ar8cles published between Jan. 2021 and Jan. 2022 (N ≈ 5,000,000) 



Number and share of citejacked articles
per publisher (top 10 only)

between January 2021 
and January 2022
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Conclusions
• Two citejacked articles were published daily

in established journals over 2021
(tracking 12 hijacked journals only)

• Some hijacked journals get more cited than their 
original counterparts

• Such references (citejacked):
– legitimize articles in hijacked journals
– are hints of articles that might be problematic

and should be re-assessed
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Thanks to                     for their support

Thank you for your a@enAon

hBps://twiBer.com/AbalkinaAnna

hBps://twiBer.com/gcabanac
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