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Hijacked journals: background

Fake websites that use the titles, ISSNs,
and metadata of established journals

Emergence: around 2010
Multidisciplinary and ‘author-pays’ open access journals
Lack of peer review

The published results are often based on low-quality
or dishonest research practices



Hijacked journals create clone websites
and register expired domains

Original journal

https://web.archive.org/web/2008/https://hivt.be/linguistica

Clone website

https://web.archive.org/web/2020/https://hivt.be/linguistica
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Editorial statement Call for papers (3-2004)

o . Call for papers (4-2005)
Linguistica Antverpiensia, New Series, is the journal of the Hoger Instituut voor Vertalers en

Tolken, Hogeschool Antwerpen. It is an annual publication devoted to the study of language, Editorial and advisory
translation and culture, with a special focus on translation in its many oral and written board
manifestations. The journal is not bound to any particular school of thought or academic
group. Current issue
Translation is understood to be a dynamic concept, a form of intercultural communication Former lssues
which has strong roots in cognitive and but also in the society and Orders
culture that produce it. Indeed, it is conceived as an integral part of the production and
reproduction of culture in the broadest sense. Download articles
(requires password)

Each issue of Linguistica Antverpiensia centres on a different theme, in order to reflect the

iversity of what is i d to be and to offer an open forum for a wide range
of scholarly app! of att b ical or nature, while providing

them with a unifying focal point.

New website: https://lans-tts.uantwerpen.be

Actuel
Les archives NN ANTVERPTENGTA LINGUISTICA
Comité éditorial \ N ANTVERPIENSIA
Scope NN
A propos de nous
Nous contacter
LINGUISTICA ANTVERPIENSIA
Soumettez votre manuscrit ici Linguistica Antverpiensia, Nouveaux thémes de séries dans les études de traduction est une

publication annuelle en libre accés, révisée par des pairs, consacrée a I'étude de la traduction
et de I'interprétation qui est répertoriée dans le Web of Science. La revue n'est liée 3 aucune
école de pensée ou groupe académique en particulier.
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‘Citejacked’ articles

articles in established journals

citing

articles in hijacked journals

Wireless Communications and Mobile Computing

Journal overview v For authors For reviewers
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Design

* Analysis of 12 hijacked journals erroneously indexed
in international scientometric databases

* New detector designed for the Problematic Paper Screener

— Fingerprints: hijacked journal’s title submitted to Dimensions.ai as query

& Dimensions

— Time period: Jan 2021 —Jan 2022

— Doctype: article

 Manual check to exclude false positives



Problematic Paper Screener

https://www.irit.fr/~Guillaume.Cabanac/problematic-paper-screener/citejacked
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Results

1,421 828

articles featured (58,3%) cited
the name of a unreliable articles
hijacked journal from hijacked
journals
Reminder:

* 12 hijacked journals tracked
* Articles published between Jan. 2021 and Jan. 2022 (N = 5,000,000)

67/

publishers
published
citejacked articles



Number and share of citejacked articles
per publisher (top 10 only)
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Conclusions

* Two citejacked articles were published daily

in established journals over 2021
(tracking 12 hijacked journals only)

 Some hijacked journals get more cited than their
original counterparts

e Such references (citejacked):
— legitimize articles in hijacked journals

— are hints of articles that might be problematic
and should be re-assessed
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